Internment and Resilience: Researching the
Lives of Japanese Canadian High School

Graduates
Yearbook (Annual) Analysis Activity

Richmond High was the only high school in Richmond, B.C. before Japanese Internment. The blended community
of Euro-Canadian and Japanese Canadians was a peaceful and friendly one before the upheaval of ww2 and
internment.

The primary sources you will examine tell a special story of community. In the following activity, you will analyze
Richmond High School yearbook pages and answer questions based on visual analysis and personal interpretation.
Please move around the stations and fill out the following sheets. We will be doing this activity over two days. This
will be assessed.

Station 1: Opening Messages - RHS Annual 1942

1. What is Principal MacNeill's main concern about the war?

2. What does class valedictorian, Roy White, say about Japanese Canadians?
What is the tone or main message of his valedictory? What are the expected
war roles for women? (page 5)

3. What does the yearbook editor, Marion Beckwith, say about Japanese
Canadians? Who likely designed the yearbook cover? (page 7)
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. What does Yoshiko Oda see as “doing [her] share to help Canada in her war
effort?” How might this response surprise you? How does she hope to keep
her high school friendships alive? (page 12)

. What surprised you about the perspectives of the opening messages of the
yearbook of 1942? Were they what you expected? Why/why not?

Station 2: Lifein a1942B.C. high school

. Look at the annual staff on page 7. Who are the people that are writing the
yearbook? Who are the teacher sponsors / advisors? How might the annual
look if it were written by students of a different cultural background? From
what cultural background do the teachers come from? (p. 13)

. Look at the graduate photos starting on page 8. What are some fashion
trends from this era? What are the common hair styles? Are there any
differences between European Canadians and Japanese Canadians?
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3. Look at the list of advertisers on page 6. Do you recognize the names of any
of these businesses? Are any still operating? Are there any non European
Canadian business names included in advertisers? Should there be
advertising in yearbooks?

. What are some of the activities that Japanese Canadians are involved in at
the school? What might this tell you about their identity?

. What subjects were taught in high school then that aren’t in your current
school? In what subjects did Japanese Canadian students excel? (see page
21“Our Outstanding Students”)

. How is high school different today? Comment using evidence from above
questions.
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Station 3: The war in high school

1. What is a Victory Bond? How did students honour past students who were
now in the war? (p. 14)

. On page 23 it mentions that a third school dance was rejected “because of
the ban on school activities after dark.” Why would they be banned? Look to
the poster on page 41 for a hint.

3. A new optional cadet course is advertised on page 27th. What students are
encouraged to take this course? What subjects will be included? Why might
these be useful for, in the war? Why wouldn’t Japanese Canadians be taking
this course in the autumn of 1942?

. Read the winning Victory essays on page 35 & 38. What is its theme or
message? Who likely chose the essay’s winner? How might this affect the
message of the winning essays? Why isn’t Japanese Canadian internment
not mentioned?
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5. Look at the artwork throughout the annual which likely was co-designed by
Roy Miyashita, Makoto Otsu, and Shizumu Ito. On page 57 the symbolism and
allusion is explained. How might the seagull have additional meaning to
Japanese Canadians, many of whom are familiar with this seagoing bird
especially with JC's facing Internment within months of the publication?

. How did the war, pre-internment, affect the daily lives of all students in BC
but especially Japanese Canadian students?
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