Activity 2: Rhetoric
Community Reactions: RCMP in Manitoba

This front page had the title, “Half Manitoba Relocees Seek Repatriation.” Below is an article that offer more
insights to the RCMP visits to camps in Manitoba. Read, and answer the questions below.

“Travelling RCMP Detachment Completes Registration of All Persons Asking Return
to Japan”

1. The RCMP just wrapped up their visits in Manitoba. Where will they be going
next, according to the article?
- Ontario

. a) Describe how signing day was conducted in Manitoba.
- all persons 16y/0 and over must respond
- appear in front of RCMP to declare whether they go to Japan after war

. b) How was this different fromB. C. ?
- notdifferent - same process

. What factors seem to have impacted those who signed for exile?
answers may vary:
beet farmers more likely to sign
if they are Japanese nationals
older JCs with savings
those with family in Japan (and wanting reunification)
lost hope/ connection with Canada
if they live in more rural areas

What demographic of JCs was most likely to decide not to sign?
- younger generation

. This article focuses on the JCs in Manitoba. Why might JCs outside of this
province be interested in what is happening here?
- answers may vary:
- second highest number of “repatriates” in Canada (2nd to BC)
- RCMP keep moving east > other JCs can know what’s to come
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Community Reactions: Different Voices

The New Canadian has shared community perspectives that both support and oppose the government’s
“repatriation process.” We will explore both here.

“Endorses Petition Urging Removal of Japanese Canadians” (Sept. 5, 1945)

In what province is this article situated?
- Manitoba

. Upon whose perspective is this article reporting?
- city council (Transcona)

. What is this group’s opinion towards the government’s “repatriation
process”?
- govt. shouldn’t make repatriation voluntary

What is their reasoning for this opinion?
- the JCs who stay behind may band together and become a threat (knowing they will eventually gain
freedom within Canada). Cited that B.C. was already aware of this, and is calling for total exile

. How have they acted upon their opinion?
- created a petition
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Community Reactions: Different Voices (continued)

“Convention Urges Repatriation of All Japanese” (Sept. 12, 1945)

1. Inwhat province is this article situated?
- British Columbia

. Upon whose perspective is this article reporting?
- Union of British Columbia Municipalities

. What is this group’s opinion towards the government’s “repatriation
process”?
- all persons of Japanese origin should be exiled

What is their reasoning for this opinion?
- Japanese Canadians will not fit in/ contribute to Canadian life, due to “Japanese national doctrine”

. How have they acted upon their opinion?
- opened floor for discussion within committee — but limited discussion and no vote taken. Mayor of
Victoria (Percy George) calls for dismissal
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Community Reactions: Different Voices (continued)

“Sending Japanese Back is No Solution Says YMCA Director” (Sept. 5, 1945)

In what province is this article situated?
- reporting from BC, of Saskatchewan

Upon whose perspective is this article reporting?
- director of adult educ, YMCA (Saskatchewan)

What is this person’s opinion towards the government’s “repatriation
process”?
- based on incorrect assumption that JCs cannot assimilate as “good citizens” - racist

What is the reasoning for his opinion?
- positive/ negative traits are not inherent to an individual based on race
- we need to learn to counter prejudice, not exile minority communities
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Community Reactions: Different Voices (continued)

“Wholesale Deportation of Niseis Will Not Be Tolerated - Free Press”
(Sept. 26, 1945)

1. In what province is this article situated?
- Manitoba

. Upon whose perspective is this article reporting?
- Winnipeg Free Press

. What is this group’s opinion towards the government’s “repatriation

process”?
- loyalty testis “absurd” - based on consent/ refusal to follow direction

What is their reasoning for this opinion?
- govt. did not fairly discern guilty from innocent (process not public)
- JCs as scapegoats for Pearl Harbor (emotional response, not logical one)
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