Activity 4: Rhetoric

Richmond League

Name Date: Period/Block:

While many Japanese Canadians lived in Vancouver, there was also a significant community in one of the
city’s suburbs, called Richmond. Steveston, once known as a JC fishing community, is within this municipality.
Some well-known individuals in the 1940’s formed an “Anti-Jap League” in the city — and there is archival
material to show its reception. Read the original article from the Vancouver Sun (Feb. 2,1945). Based on the
content and tone of this piece, how do you think the League was perceived? You can annotate to the right of
the article, to then help you consolidate your ideas at the end.

How is the “Anti-Jap League” being presented here? What might this suggest to
us about its receptionin the community?
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RICHMOND FORMS

BAN JAPS'

Them Back, Says

LEAGUE

Cheap Labor Lobby Trying to Get

Tom Reid

 § Powerful interests are working for the return of the
Japanese to British Columbia, Tom Reid, MP for New West-
minster, warned Thursday night in an address to fishermen,
farmers and business men at Steveston.

“There are those who do Ilm.:
know the Japs as we know them
and honestly believe they can be
educated into good citizenship,”
he sald. “And there are those
who want them back simply be-
cause they provide cheap labor
and cheap goods.”
THROUGHOUT B.C,
* Mr. Reld was addressing =&
meeting called by residents of
Richmond municipality to form-
ulate a future policy in regard
%o the Japanese, who, before the
war, dominated the fishing and
farming industries.

Oatcome of the meeting was
a decision to organize an asso-
! ¢intion throughout B.C. to fight
| for exclusion of Japanese from
' the province.
#The Japanese are not Cana-
dians,” Mr. Reid said, “and never
can be, any more than a Japa-
nese born in Scotland can ever
be a Highlander.”
‘INVASION' MOTIVE

Alex Paton, MLA, declared
that the Japanese could not be
excluded from B.C. on strict racial

“Those are the tactics of Hit-
h."h!nid.

But he added, “We must
prove, and It can be proven
that right from the
the Japanese came to B.C., not
as colonists, but as Invaders

low standard of living adopted
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by the Japanese fishermen as
precluding competition from
gither white or Indian fisher.

men.
Reeve R. M. Grauer, of Rich-

live, If we do this, we at home
are sabotaging the very ideals
our boys overseas are fighting
for.”

Alfred Beckett, 63,
Clothier, Dies
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Richmond Forms ‘Ban Japs’ League

RICHMOND FORMS ‘BAN JAPS’
LEAGUE

Cheap Labor Lobby Trying to Get Them Back, Says Tom Reid

Powerful interests are working for
the return of the Japanese to Brit-
ish Columbia, Tom Reid, MP for
New Westminster, warned Thurs-
day night in an address to fisher-
men, farmers and businessmen at
Steveston.

“There are those who do not
know the Japs as we know them
and honestly believe they can be
educated into good citizenship.” he
said. “And there are those who want
them back simply because they pro-
vide cheap labor and cheap goods.”

THROUGHOUT B.C.

Mr. Reid was addressing a meet-
ing called by residents of Richmond
municipality to formulate a future
policy in regard to the Japanese,
who, before the war, dominated the
fishing and farming industries.

Outcome of the meeting was a
decision to organize an association
throughout B.C. to fight for exclu-
sion of Japanese from the province.

“The Japanese are not Cana-
dians,” Mr. Reid said, “and never
can be, any more than a Japanese
born in Scotland can ever be a High-
lander.”

‘INVASION’ MOTIVE
Alex Paton, MLA, declared that
the Japanese could not be excluded
from B.C. on strict racial grounds.
“Those are the tactics of Hitler,”
he said.
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But he added, “We must prove,
and it can be proven that right from
the beginning the Japanese came to
B.C., not as colonists, but as
Invaders with evil intent.”

Frank Assu, secretary, Native
Brotherhood of B.C., cited the low
standard of living adopted by the
Japanese fishermen as precluding
competition from either white or
Indian fishermen.

Reeve R. M. Grauer, of Rich-
mond, and several other speakers,
gave instances of improved condi-
tions in the district since the Japa-
nese evacuation.

ONE DISSENTER

There was only one dissenter to
the general view that Japanese
should be banned from B.C. after
the war. He was Col. H. E. L. Lyon,
of Richmond, who told the gather-
ing that “regardless of what you say,
you are against the Japanese purely
for economic reasons.

“But the Japanese were not to
blame for your past hardships,” he
said. “It is the economic and busi-
ness system that should be
blamed.”

“We preach democracy and free-
dom, yet we attempt to tell the
Japanese where they must live. If
we do this, we at home are sabotag-
ing the very ideals our boys over-
seas are fighting for.”

Annotations
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