Activity 7: Voices of Exile

Irene Tsuyuki interview (Part 1)

Name Period/Block:

Irene Tsuyuki, interviewed by Tatsuo Kage, 14 February 1991

Irene Tsuyuki, a Vancouver-born Japanese Canadian, was interned as a teenager and exiled at the start of her
twenties. She wasn’t happy in Japan, but also knew she needed to work to support her family. The selected
excerpts from her interview focus on the factors that leading up to her family’s exile, and the feelings Tsuyuki
experienced during this process.

Original Text Annotations

IT: | think my mother, you know, she started to get sick
towards the end of the years of Tashme, and so by the
time that we were supposed to be there, while they both
weren't in the best of health. Mother was under the
weather and my father too, he still wasn’t well enough to
say, relocate, and start all over again.[..] | think basically,
even after what had happened to them, they wanted to
stay here, but not out East, because | mean, this is where
their home was.[..] And so, if permitted, they would've
remained if permitted to stay in B.C., at least in B.C. But,
knowing that we had to relocate into East, Eastern
Canada, well, my father just couldn’t see it because, |
mean, if he was younger and stronger, yes, perhaps. But
no, he was—but | think what really got him down was
when he received a cheque for the money he got from
his real estate and anything else that was his assets.

IT: [Loud machine starts in the background, drowning out
Irene’s voice.] | can’t tell you how much he got, but |
know that that really, really hurt him because he said,
What an insult and he said after work so hard all these
years and he got to that stage, and then for them to turn
around, take it, and sell it. So it must've been a very very
minimal amount.
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Irene TsuyuKi interview (Part 1)

Name

Original Text

Annotations

Period/Block:

TK: How was the passage from Tashme to Vancouver and
the trip to Japan? Was it—no hardship around that time?

IT: [Irene thinks aloud] No, not really expect when we
were on that ship | guess all our bunch, the Nisei's, well
we stayed in a group and as we were sailing underneath
the Lion's Gate Bridge, it's been [?] a good cry.

TK: Is that right?

IT: Oh yes, because you know [Irene raises her voice to
emphasize her point] none of us, not one of us we
wanted to go, but we went because the parents wanted
us to go. So we cried and we cried and so the rest of the
trip, well we tried to make the best of it because we tried
to stay with the group and, but | think probably there
were other families who were in a different situation
perhaps, they had a hard time deciding what to do. In [?]
there were ones that were split up, part of the time
staying in Canada and part of them went to Japan.

TK: [In an agreeable tone.] Yeah right.

IT: Oh yes | cried, yeah. Heard a few stories about some
families being split up and [short pause] you know it's
different if you're the only one in the family well you just
go along with your parents.

TK: Yeah

IT: l imagine if, | don't know, if | were a male, | might have
been able to stay behind, but still when you're the only
one [Tatsuo hums in agreement] it's really hard.

TK: Yeah, besides I'm sure that you, since your parents
are sick you took more responsibility [Irene interrupts
with agreement] right?

IT: Oh yes, yes, yes. And so |, once | got to Japan |
thought, well, my father couldn’t work [loud machine
starts in background] we had no income. And so, what-
ever money that we had from their bank account,
insurance and all that [pause] it's not going to last
forever, and so | decided to work.
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