
Activity 8: Voices of Exile 
Mary Asako Seki interview 

Name ____________________________________________________________ Date: ________________________________ Period/Block: _____________ 

Mary Asako Seki, interviewed by Tatsuo Kage, 24 July 1990 
Read/listen to the interview transcript, along with the class. First, unpack the general content of the passage. 
Then, note dominant themes.

 Original Text Annotations

MS: That they came — we were asked — all the Japanese 
Canadians were asked that they have to go out East or go 
to Japan, and that you repatriate. So at that time my 
father had no intentions, says, no, he’s not going to sign 
up to go. And then, later on, as repatriation started, and 
last repatriation, last boat, my dad thought, Gee, at this 
right, there might be another war with Russia, yeah, he 
thought maybe another war with Russia. He felt the mood 
was in — he says then the family will never be together. 
And he inherited that land so he felt responsible to go 
back and look after the land there, you see. So he thought 
well, since mother was there, if she wasn’t there maybe it 
would have been different. But so, he thought we don’t 
know when we can go and be a whole family either here 
or there. So then he thought well, we better take the last 
repatriation boat. So in our case, that’s what he did. 

TK: So you are — younger people like yourself or you 
brothers, you didn’t have much say or you…? 

MS: No, I didn’t want to go. I was 16 I think. 

TK: You didn’t want to go? 

MS: I didn’t want to go. I said to my dad I want to stay 
here and finish high school. [Tatsuo laughs] I don’t want to 
go to Japan! And we all said that but we had no choice.
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that sometimes interviews have tangents, extensions  
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TK: So, going to a time when you moved to Japan, was — 
you mentioned that you didn’t like to go but, was it a kind 
of excitement? Or anxiety? What did you expect at that 
time? 

MS: No, in my case, I didn’t want to go, but I remember on 
the ship we got to meet other people on the ship. I 
remember we had to — we came to Vancouver and 
stayed at the immigration building I think maybe about 10 
days or something before we go? Maybe longer? And my 
dad got a real bad cold and he was really sick in the 
immigration building[…] 

When we went to Japan, it was right after the war so 
there was a lot of — even in Yokosuka and all that, it’s all 
like doing a lot of the bustling thing, everybody. I 
remember lining up and there’s American Army person, 
we line up just like a [Mary chuckles] prisoner of war, and 
then we have to go on — they put DDT all over us.
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MS: I remember coming on a train from Yokosuka to 
Shigakken, that was so full, like packed sardines[…] I 
remember, at that time there was a repatriate, from 満州, 
Manchuria, and therefore, I remember this Japanese lady 
saying, getting after another 日本の人 [Japanese person 
from Japan], telling to [Mary imitates yelling] You stand 
up! この人達アメリカから引き揚げて帰って来てるのに
[These people just came back from the Americas]. Give 
them the seat. You sit down. So, that Japanese man 
stood up and gave me a seat, because I guess I looked 
tired, and you can’t move, your back is itchy, you’re going 
to stay like this right? You can’t move. But she was very 
nice, she said, ここには満州から引き揚げた人もあったね 
[There also people who repatriated from Manchuria 
here]. So they say, 引き揚げ者迷惑だから chair あげえなさ
い[Give the seats to the repatriates. […] So I thought, 
well, some of them they just look at us as if [Mary 
laughs] as if you’re, what is it? I suppose like when the 
boat people come some people are not too happy to 
see them, or some people are sympathetic.  

TK: Yeah, right. So how did you find the Japanese people 
in general? 

MS: […] So, I was kind of disappointed, they didn’t have 
that kind of manners, everybody was not very well 
mannered. あの時 right after war だから [Because it was 
right after the war.] But odd people, like that lady was 
nice. And, everybody on that train, they were doing black 
market, they’re throwing rice out the train and some-
body outside catching. So I think it was just topsy turvy 
time. So I didn’t have very good impression at that time, I 
wasn’t very happy to be there. [Mary chuckles]
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MS: Two reasons was — one, because my brother, Akihide 
John was here, and I was worried for him, and I thought 
maybe it’s — he’s here all alone so if I come back I’ll look 
him up. But another reason was because I was interested 
in marrying this Hawaiian Nisei soldier. He signed up for 3 
years and through the G.I. bill of rights he went to 
university in Hawaii. So, that’s —  

TK: So that kind of consideration is stronger than staying 
with your parents […] I think that’s — you are smart. I think 
that at that age you figure it out because I’m sure that if 
you are married a Japanese from Japan, it must’ve been 
quite tough. 

MS: Right, then I would have to sacrifice and be totally 
Japanese, right? If I marry 田舎の人[person from the 
countryside], I couldn’t see myself being that, I thought 
well, まだ都会の人だったら [if it’s someone from the city], 
they have education or something and then there’s 
possibility of that but it so happened that I met Terry and 
I just want to…
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MS: Oh, I think you did ask me how the other Japanese 
people repatriated, yes. I think many of the repats had a 
hard time[…] a lot of them — you see, like my father, if he 
didn’t — if my mother wasn’t there, and still he might 
chose to go back to Japan because, you see people can’t 
speak English that well, and then don’t forget you lose 
everything, so you don’t have that kind of money, 
although I think my dad had a few. To go to East, とんでも
ない知らない所ね [that was somewhere they had 
absolutely no knowledge of]. I think they fear going some-
where where they don’t know, What kind of job is my 
children going to have? What kind of a job he’s going to 
have? How are they going to get by? So he — they feel 
that, I think on a whole, it’s safer to go to Japan. Because 
you’re Japanese, somehow the Japanese people will help 
you or whatever. But a lot of the people went back I heard 
they had no food, people with no property, no land, and 
they said they ate sweet potato roots or leaves or what-
ever, anything like that.
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Name ____________________________________________________________ Date: ________________________________ Period/ Block: _____________ 

What themes/ sentiments/ ideas did you notice more than once?    1.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

What can we learn about Mary Seki from her interview?     2.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

What questions have emerged based on this exploration? 3.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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