Activity 9: Voices of Exile

Yukiharu Mizuyabu: A Personal History

Name Date: Period/Block:

Yukiharu Mizuyabu was born in Nainaimo, the eldest of six children. He was a teenager at the start of the war,
when his fisherman father’s boat was sold and he was forbidden from work. Curfew was imposed after
Japanese language classes, eventually leading to students not going to school at all. This would have
consequences.

Through internment, Japanese Canadians faced financial difficulty, including the forced payment for
incarceration. Even when funds from forced sales were available in 1943, Mizyuabu’s family was conscious of
Mackenzie King’s intentions not to let Japanese Canadians return to the West Coast (1944). What would this
mean for their ability to work?

Yukiharu felt the responsibility to support his family, but what could he do without a complete education
and work experience? He recalls: “when I think of the way we were treated during and after the war, [ find it
amazing that only four thousand of over twenty thousand evicted from the B. C. coast chose to go to Japan. For
me, the choice I made was a choice of freedom. Those who chose to remain did eventually win their freedom,
but it took them until April 1, 1949, which was almost three years after [ left for Japan” (qtd. by Kage, 126).

The family felt that signing for repatriation was a logical decision, given the circumstances. Being over the
age of sixteen, Yukiharu also signed the document. In doing so, he renounced his Canadian citizenship.

Seventeen-year old Yukiharu Mizuyabu left on the second voyage of the General Meigs in August 0of1946. He
was accompanied by his parents and siblings.

Similar to other testimonies, upon arrival in Japan, Yukiharu was kept in a holding centre for two weeks.
Food was sparse in the centre, and in the town of Mio, Wakayama, where the family settled. He remembers
receiving tasteless brown biscuits that were hard to eat, and casting them aside. His mother stowed them
away, and weeks later, the hungry siblings were fighting over these rejected remains.

One option for food was to work for the Occupation, which was conflicting for Mizuyabu, as it felt like
working for the enemies that had brought his family to this state. Mizuyabu'’s father built a boat from scratch
and began fishing, but the work was not enough to provide for the family. Thus, Mizuyabu made the decision
to work for the Occupation.

As the years went on, he took varied positions with the army. He built bases in Okinawa during the Korean
War, which then turned into an army position at the request of the U.S. military. He kept this position for
almost ten years, and started a family with a woman from Okinawa.

The citizenships taken from Japanese Canadians were de facto resolved in 1949, so Mizuyabu was free to
return to Canada as an adult. While he never thought he’d want to return, he decided to go back to his
birthplace in the sixties, to fight for citizen rights.

Mizuyabu was one of the figures who argued for redress in the 1980’s. He challenged the process by which
individuals applied for redress, and who was eligible (for example, children of exiled Japanese Canadians
(before 1949) could not receive compensation).
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