
Activity 11: Voices of Exile 
Rich Takahara interview 

Name ____________________________________________________________ Date: ________________________________ Period/Block: _____________ 

Richard Takahara, interviewed by Tatsuo Kage, 31 August 1995 
Richard Takahara was born in 1941 on Vancouver Island, in Chemainus, BC. He was five years old when 
interned in Hastings Park and New Denver. His family was exiled to Japan, where he faced discrimination of 
another kind. The select passages from Kage’s interview focus on Takahara’s experiences in exile, as a child. 
Notice the discussion around identity and belonginess, as well as any other themes that stand out to you. 

Takahara’s father passed away, and his mother took the children back to Canada. As an adult, Takahara 
reflected that his cultural identity is a mix of “Japanese‑y” and Canadian, in “the best of both worlds.” 

 Original Text Annotations

TK: Okay so, your father passed away. 

RT: Yeah, what I found out — like I was wondering why we went 
back to Japan, and so I was asking my mother, Why did we go 
back to Japan? and, she that because he was an Issei, that he 
wanted to know what happened to their parents. So, when 
there was a whole choice between — choice was given that he 
had to come to East, or go back to Japan, because he didn’t 
know anybody in here, that he decided to go back, and I think in 
was in August ’46, I think. We went back to Japan apparently.  

TK: So you mean that your parents didn’t know anybody in the 
East? 

RT: That’s right, yeah. 

TK: So you know where you went back? Which… 

RT: Yeah, well. Which harbour? 

TK: Yeah, which part of Japan? 

RT: Oh Fukuoka. We went back to Fukuoka, yeah. 

TK: So that’s where your father originated? 

RT: That’s right, yes. 

TK: Fukuoka, around where is it? 
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 Original Text Annotations

RT: Honbu it’s called, Honbu, I guess. It’s a small village, that’s where 
my grandparents had a — my father’s parents had a big farm there. 
So we went there first, and there was about [Richard thinks] I could 
recall few things going there, like honestly I could recall when I was 
going to the — to my grandparent’s place, on the train going 
through, seeing the Hiroshima , you know? Where all the — from 
the train looking outside the window I could see just a tin shack. 
That is still in my memories. It was just funny, that’s the only thing 
that I sort of just remember. 

TK: So, do you have any recollection of what happened in the 
early days in Fukuoka? 

RT: Yeah, well I was — see like when I went back to Japan , it was 
like you’re outsider? So, when I went to the farm, the — like we 
dressed different, like we had the long hair, the clothing so nice 
and — nice clothing, where other people had very — their — well, 
they didn’t have anything that we.… And, like we were sort of 
stand out like a sore thumb, and sort of, we were kind of 
discriminated because kids picks on you. And we’re always get 
picked on, fighting. […] But, it was terrible, when I was down there 
it was terrible. I was discrim — you know, like it’s — you look the 
same [Tatsuo hums in agreement] but yet they said that you are 
not Japanese.[…] And it’s — you go to school and everybody picks 
on you, and my mother kept my hair long rather than shaving the 
stuff […] And then my grandparents send clothing, which is like 
English [?] clothing. Is a very fancy clothing, so you go to school 
like that and like [Richard chuckles] you get picked on, you know? 

TK: The grandparents were in Canada or…? 

RT: My mom’s grandparents stayed in New Denver. 

TK: Oh I see. So that means that your grandparents, that mother’s 
side, could — were able to send packages? 

RT: Yeah. And that’s where she was getting all this care package 
to Japan. And we were getting things like pencils with eraser on 
the end. I can still remember going to school in grade 1 or 2, with 
some brand new pencils, and here somebody — you turn around 
and it’s gone. Because they would steal it. You fight.

Richard Takahara, interviewed by Tatsuo Kage, 31 August 1995 Accession No. 2021-7-1-1-3. I https://loi.uvic.ca/archive/oral_history_taka407_1995-08-
31.html?ref=taka297

Voices of Exile : Rich Takahara interviewPastwrongsfuturechoices.com



Rich Takahara interview 

Name ____________________________________________________________ Date: ________________________________ Period/Block: _____________ 
 

 Original Text Annotations

TK: How about your Japanese then? Did you speak? 

RT: When I went back, when I went back I couldn’t speak 
Japanese, no. I was speaking English, so it made it that way 
difficult because I couldn’t speak the language, and I could still 
remember my mother — I don’t know, I guess all the books were 
very limited. So she was writing down textbooks, making the — 
because she could write Japanese, she making textbooks for me, 
borrowing some friends textbooks and copying, they look exactly 
the same so I have a textbook to go to school too. All that kind of 
stuff I could still remember. And I guess up to about grade 4 I 
guess we were quite discriminated in the term we were down 
there. […] And [long pause] it’s, up to about grade 4 we were very, 
like, fighting to survive I guess. And it was very difficult to think 
you look like a Japanese and yet you’re told that you are not 
Japanese, so.  

Richard Takahara, interviewed by Tatsuo Kage, 31 August 1995 Accession No. 2021-7-1-1-3. I https://loi.uvic.ca/archive/oral_history_taka407_1995-08-
31.html?ref=taka297

Voices of Exile : Rich Takahara interviewPastwrongsfuturechoices.com


